Ovarian cysts and their consequences on the reproductive performance of swine herds.
The aim of this work was to determine the incidence of ovarian cysts in the breeding herd and their consequences in the reproductive performance of the herd. Data from 1990 cyclic sows from two farms, with 0-12 parities, lactation length between 6 and 47 days and weaning-estrus interval between 0 and 32 days were evaluated by ultrasound examination for cyst incidence. As cyst was considered an anaechoic structure with smooth and thin walls with a diameter larger than 2 cm that remained visible for at least 5 days after estrus onset. Cyst incidence was found to be 2.4%. Sows with ovarian cysts have a greater return to estrus rate (34.0 x 7.7%, P<0.01), and cysts were associated with around 10% of regular and irregular return to estrus patterns on both farms. The adjusted farrowing rate (52.2 x 90.0%, P<0.01) and anestrual sows that were not pregnant (10.6 x 0.6%, P<0.01) were also influenced by the appearance of ovarian cysts, but they did not influence litter size (P>0.05). The incidence of cysts was not influenced by parity (P>0.05). Sows with shorter lactation had a greater incidence of cysts (P<0.05). Sows with a weaning-estrus interval shorter than 3 days had a greater incidence of ovarian cysts (P<0.05). The time of the year had no influence on the incidence of ovarian cysts (P<0.05).